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confirm the Presbyterian establishment in England for three years, himself and his friends not being compelled to conform to it, and that at the end of that time the Assembly of Divines should, in conjunction with the King and the Parliament, settle the religious constitution of the kingdom. The Cavaliers were to rise in England, and the Marquis of Ormond was to return to Ireland and conduct a war there. The King was to reject the four propositions of the English Parliament, then fly to Scotland, and wait for the outbreak of another war. In com-pliance with this treaty Charles rejected the English proposals.
There was deep wrath in the House of Commons when the failure of the four bills was reported. They could easily surmise the dangerous negotiations with the Scots which had been carried on under the very eyes of their commissioners at Carisbrooke Castle. On January 3d they voted that they would make no more addresses to the King, nor receive any from him, and that death should be the portion of any member who would correspond with him. 1
The King had resolved to make his escape from the Isle of Wight, but Colonel Hammond, suspecting his design, dismissed all the royal attendants and shut the King up in the castle. A stormy interview ensued. Charles was filled with vexation and uneasiness, and after demanding in vain to know by whose orders Hammond had so abused him, and being denied even a chaplain, the King said, " You use me neither like a gentleman nor a Christian/' Hammond answered that he would speak with him when he was in a better temper. " I have slept well to-night," said Charles. " Why do you not use me civilly ? " " Sir, you are too high," answered Hammond. " My shoemaker's fault, then," was the King's angry retort, and Hammond left the room with tears in his eyes, but firm in his purpose to secure the King. *
Cromwell undertook to pacify the  factious spirit  existing
1 Rushworth, vol. vii., p. 953.
2 Ibid., p. 960.    Whitelock.    George Hillier in A Narrative of the Attempted Escapes of Charles I. from Carisbrooke Castle, London, 1852, gives an entertaining account of the King's adventures at this time.